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TRENDS  IN  WORLD  MEAT  CONSUMPTION 

During  1957^  meat  consumption  rose  to  fairly  high  levels  in  most 
countries  of  Europe,  the  U.S.S.R.,  Australia,  New  Zeedand^and 
Argentina.    ConsuB^tion  per  person  was  maintained  or  increased  in 
most  countries.    Per  capita  consxjB^tion  in  the  United  Kingdom  reached 
a  new  postwar  high,  and  in  Argentina  it  was  close  to  the  euLltime 
record  set  in  I956.    However,  in  1957  per  capita  consuniption  decreased 
in  the  United  States,  the  Netherlands,  Yugoslavia,  France,  New  Zealand 
and  South  Africa. 


Most  of  the  meat  produced  is  consumed  in  the  countries  producing  it. 
World  exports  during  1957  are  estimated  at  5-6  billion  pounds  (carcass 
weight  basis),  compared  with  a  total  output  of  95 • 2  billion  pounds  in 
\Z  countries.    The  chief  movement  of  meat  is  from  Australia,  New  Zealeuid, 
and  South  America  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  in  Western 
Europe.    However,  North  America  is  drawing  larger  supplies  from  the 
surplus-producing  areas.    Eastern  Europe's  meat  exports  to  Western  Europe 
axe  increasing;  there  is  considerable  intra- European  trade. 

Improvement  in  living  standards  is  usually  accompanied  by  an  increajse  in 
demand  for  meat,  but  world  meat  trade  usually  is  not  large  enough  to  even 
out  per  capita  supplies,  and  changes  in  consui!5)tion  in  most  countries  come 
from  changes  in  domestic  meat  output. 

The  leading  countries  in  j)er  capita  meat  consumption  during  1957  were 
Argentina  {'^2.  pounds),  Australia  (223),  -Nev  Zealand  (220),  Uruguay  (168), 
United  States  (159)  >  Denmark  (1^4-2),  Canada  (137),  United  Kingdom  (13^)  > 
France  (122)  and  West  Germany  (107) . 

Consumption  figures  for  foreign  countries  are  given  on  a  dressed  ceurcass 
weight  basis  so  they  will  be  as  comparable  as  possible  with  U.S. 
statistics.    U.S.  per  capita  data  relate  only  to  civilian  consumption. 


MEAT  l/:    Siammary  of  apparent  cons\an5>tion  in  specified  areas,  average  195I-55, 
annua].  195^  and  1957>  with  percent  change 
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meat;  excludes  edible  variety  meat,  rabbit  and  potiltry  meat,  and  laxd. 
2/  Canada,  Mexico,  United  States,  and  Cuba. 


3/  Argentina,  Brazil',  *and  Uruguay. 


%J  Austria,  Belgiiam,  Denmark,  Finland,  France,  West  Germany,  Greece, 
Ireland,  Italy,  Netherlands,  Norway,  Portugal,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  and 
United  Kingdom. 

^  Bulgaria,  Ciechoslovalsla,  East  Germany,  Poland,  Eoumania,  Hungary,  and 
Yugoslavia. 


North  America 


Total  meat  consuB5)tion  in  North  America  during  1957  was  3  percent  less  than 
a  year  ecirlier  but  11  percent  greater  than  the  1951-55  average.    The  rise 
in  consumption  in  recent  years  has  been  due  mostly  to  an  increase  in  domestic 
production,  but  there  has  edso  been  a  sharp  rise  in  net  in5)orts. 


Per  capita  supplies  in  the  United  States  diiring  1957  were  below  the  two  pre- 
ceding years  but  were  the  fourth  largest  in  annual  records  dating  back  to 
1899.    Supplies  during  I958  will  be  moderately  below  those  last  year.  Per 
capita  consTjn5>tion  in  Canada  in  1956  was  the  largest  since  19^5,  and  de- 
clined only  slightly  in  1957.    Consumption  per  person  will  be  about  the 
same  in  1958  as  in  1957. 


South  America 


Consun5)tion  in  South  America  changed  little  from  1956  to  1957;  in  1957  it 
was  8  percent  above  average,  while  production  was  16  percent  above  the 
average  and  net  exports  were  considerably  above  average. 
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Meat  consun5>tion  in  Brazil  apparently  is  not  keeping  pace  with  the  in- 
crease in  population.    Consimption  in  Chile  and  Paraguay  has  been 
relatively  small  in  recent  years.    Meat  production,  however,  is  increas- 
ing in  Paraguay  this  year. 

Western  Europe 

Demand  for  meat  has  continued  to  rise  in  Western  Europe.  Consun5)tion 
in  1957  was  up  2  percent  from  195^,  and  I8  percent  above  the  1951-55 
average.    Indigenous  production  last  year  was  15  percent  above  average, 
and  net  iii5)orts  have  been  rising  for  several  years.    Large  imports  of 
meat  will  be  required  in  1959  to  maintain  per  capita  consuii5)tion,  as 
meat  production  is  expected  to  level  off. 

Meat  consuii5)tion  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  outstanding  meat  in5>orter, 
continues  to  increase,  and  domestic  production  is  providing  a  laxge 
paorb  of  the  increase.    Domestic  disappearance  during  the  first  half  of 
1958  was  k-  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier.    Production  d\iring  the 
first  half  of  195^  "^reis  up  9  percent  but  there  was  a  decline  of  13  per- 
cent in  in5)orts.    Domestic  production  supplied  6k  percent  of  total  con- 
sumption in  January- June  1958^  compared  with  61  percent  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1957. 

Eastern  Lnirope 

Meat  consuii5)tion  in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  Eastern  Europe  d\iring  1957  vas  3 
percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  19  percent  above  average.  This 
rise  in  consun^ption,  along  with  increased  net  exports  to  the  Free  World, 
have  been  made  possible  by  substantial  gains  in  domestic  meat  output. 

Per  capita  consumption  in  the  U.S.S.R.  is  estimated  at  51  pounds  per 
person  in  1955  an^  53  pounds  in  1956«    ^«  consumption  estimates  take 
into  account  data  on  meat  trade  published  by  the  Communist  Government 
and  FAS  estimates  of  total  production. 

Other  Areas 

Meat  consumption  in  Japeui  averages  only  about  7  pounds  per  person  annually 
but  is  increasing  steadily.    Consuii5)tion  in  the  Philippines  is  consider- 
ably higher,  at  12  pounds  per  capita. 

Consumption  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  continues  above  average.  Since 
1951- 55 >  the  consumption  increase  has  about  matched  the  production  increase. 
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MEAT:    Per  capita  consun5)tion,  by  type  of  meat, 
in  10  selected  countries,  1957 


:                  class  of  meat 

Co\mtry 

:  Total  1/  : 
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mutton 
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meat 

Argentina 
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19 
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'      13  . 
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2/ 
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16 

k 

New  Zealand 
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:  113 

:  31 

\  76 
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Uruguay 

!  168 

130 

12 

\  26 

2/ 

United  States 

i  159 

93 

\  62 

\  h 

i  2/ 

Denmark 

•    3/  1^2 

5h 

\  87 

\  -/ 

Canada 

!  137 

:  ^5 

\  3 

United  Kingdom 

:  13^ 

:  55 

\  h2 

:  22 

!  15 

France 

!    3/  122 

\  Gk 

\  1^ 

!  6 

:  ^ 

West  Germany 

i    3/  107 

39 

:  66 

:  1 

:  2/ 

1/  Beef,  veal,  lamb,  mutton,  and  pork  (excluding  lard) . 
2/  Included  with  other  types. 
3/  Includes  horsemeat. 
5/  Less  than  \  pound. 
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WORLD  PER  CAPITA  MEAT 
CONSUMPTION  RISING 


Uruguay 

Argentina 

New  Zealand 

Australia 

United  States 

Canada 

France 

Denmark  i 
United  Kingdom 
Sweden 
Austria 
West  Germany 
BeFgium-Lux. 
Cuba 
Ireland 
Netherlands 
Un.of  So.  Africa 
Norway 
Brazil 
Yugoslavia 
Portugal 
Mexico 
Greece 
Philippines 
Japan 


POUNDS 
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J  Average  1951-55 
I  1957 


BEEF,  VEAL, PORK, LAMB,  GOAT  AND  HORSE  MEAT,  CARCASS  WEIGHT  BASIS. 
EXCLUDES  OFFAL,  LARD,  RABBIT  AND  POULTRY  MEAT 
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